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Raiser of the Month
Marvin… one of my best snugglers!
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Marvin came to me in late 2020 so he will
be remembered as my “pandemic” puppy. He
is the 16th black, male lab I have raised for
Guiding Eyes. As I always say, each one
comes with different traits and stands out
from the others in some ways.
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At a recent visit to the Germantown
campus of Montgomery College where our
pups were swamped by students wanting to
pet them, I saw just how far he had come.
When we arrived, he had his usual high
level of excitement - wanting to pull
towards the crowds, etc.; but, by the end of
our time, he was lying down with multiple
students surrounding him and remaining
very calm. So much so that one student
who really took to him was able to handle
his front paws without any concern from
him. This was a really big deal as he is
much more sensitive with front paws. She
was able to not only hold & stroke his paw
but enlisted another student to do the other
one at the same time! I thanked all of the
students for visiting/handling our pups as
this is such a benefit towards their training.

Marvin may have had more differences
than most. First, I was aware when he came
that he was more inhibited than my other pups
which would require some changes in how I
trained him. With a lot of help from Jean, I
learned to take exposures more slowly, in
small steps and with more patience.

At the beginning, he would hesitate/stop if
he was unsure of something like exhaust from
a running vehicle, jumping onto the passenger
floor in the car if it wasn’t well-lit, or if I
handed the leash over to a person unknown to
him.
Over time, he worked through his concerns
and made immense progress.

Marvin was also my first pup who really
took to the water. He has been going
swimming at the K9 aquatic center where
he launches himself off the ramp, grabs a
toy and swims back to do it all over again.
I think he is part aerialist (could’ve been
part of the Flying Wallendas troupe)
because of how he runs in my backyard.
There are spots from which he can launch
himself out into the yard from the higher
banked areas. He also likes to walk along
the top of the retaining wall which, at first,
made me nervous that he would fall. But
again, walking the tight rope would fit right
into his purview.
Continued…….
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Raiser of the Month - Marvin continued
I was also entertained by how Marvin seemed to like dressing
up. Sometimes, I am the one struggling to get the tight socks on,
but once he is wearing clothes, socks, headwear, etc. he likes to
parade around and show off his new look. I am hoping this will
bode well for his comfort in a harness while in training in NY
I have to give a shout out to Saxon, the pup I raised before
Marvin and didn’t make it all through training in NY.
Apparently, Saxon’s job was to return to me to be my canine
partner in training the new pups. Saxon’s mentor was Louie
who had passed away. I have always had an older pet dog that
helped train the new GEB pups. So, when Saxon came back he
found this new pup in the house. At this point, Saxon was only
2 years older than Marvin and still a puppy himself. However,
he must have seen the need to be a good role model for Marvin
and Saxon seemed to mature before my eyes. They have been
great buddies playing and walking well together.

Raiser of the Month

Now, the hard part is
coming. Marvin came to me
shortly after I lost Louie and
Saxon went back to GEB. It
was also a very isolating
time due to the pandemic.
Fortunately, he is a very
sweet puppy and one of my
best at snuggling up with
you. He has worked very
hard to push through the
challenges of training and
turning out more and more
confident and willing to work. Whatever is in his future, I
am sure he will be successful. Saxon and I will always love
him and wish the very best future that brings him the most
happiness. We are his biggest fans! Good luck and all our
love to you Marvin!!
Jody and his four-legged best buddy Saxon!

Meg…she enjoyed so much watching wild horses!
When Meg arrived, I had Piriformis Syndrome and was
not able to sit or lie down well. As soon as Meg arrived she
was sick, but I was not sure I could take her to the emergency
room myself.

Bobbie took me and Meg to the emergency room and held
her for 6 hours waiting time. The vet realized that she had
been severely ill and kept her for one day. While we were
waiting, Jim dropped off some food and let Lacy, my released
puppy, go to the toilet at midnight. He almost went into the
other house because it was so dark in my neighborhood. I am
so glad that that our neighbor did not call the police.
I do not know how I survived without Jim and Bobbie on
that day! Terri also gave me additional help. She brought me
some foods to survive for a week.
I really, really appreciate both of them!
We have visited to St. Michaels and 10 different dog
friendly Virginia vineyards to taste and sample their
“beverages.” Sometimes we stay at the cottages and Meg
always amazes me how good she is.
We also visited Bethany and Dewey Beaches. Both Lacy
and Meg enjoyed the big wave!!! That was my first time to
visit there, too! All these 20 some years of back and forth in
the U.S and then notice I missed a lot.
.

It was so nice to walk with the good girls in the small
beach towns! Meg also enjoyed watching wild horse families
at Assateague Island. We are going to visit West Virginia
soon for our last trip before I will leave the country and enjoy
various nature walks.
Bobbie and Jim are going to take over the final months of
raising Meg when we leave for Japan. They did the same for us
with Estelle, my 4th puppy, and I am very thankful again.
How wonderful 3 years of my life was in Montgomery
County again. With the conditions of Covid restrictions, I
enjoyed having Zelda and I will miss you all so much.
Azusa, Meg and Lacy met her best friend Whim here and they
were able to see each other again.
We are so saddened in
having to leave the country
and go back to Japan and
really, really appreciate the
people of Montgomery Region
who helped me grow again.
Azusa, husband Meg & Lucy
Please contact me when you
are visiting Japan!
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Raiser of the Month
Minnie…she has amazing musical ability!

One thing that we’ve never
seen in any dog is her
musical ability. After her
dinner, she gets her squeaky
ball, squeaks the ball about
five times, and then she sings
(howls) for about a halfminute. That continues for
10-15 minutes, and then she
gets tired of the music.

From the very start, Minnie wanted to do “the right thing”
and be a good dog. As a puppy, she accomplished that goal a
lot of the time. She was enthusiastic and busy. She did pay
attention to the directions from our pet dog and her big sister,
Pepper, most of the time. But sometimes she was a bit silly for
Pepper’s sedate personality.

Soon after she stops singing, she nudges us to tell us
that she wants to have some quiet time in her kennel
with the door shut. She will go into the kennel and after
a minute, if we don’t get up to close the kennel door, she
will come back to stare at us until we give her a treat and
close the door.

As Minnie was growing up, we told each other that she was
going to “turn the corner” any day now. Sure enough, when she
was about eleven months old, she became a lot more mature
and paid a lot more attention to commands and directions. And
Pepper is a lot more accepting of Minnie now.
Minnie is very adaptable as she has a good blend of flexibility
in her schedule, but she has some preferences in her activities.

We know that Minnie
will do well when she
returns to New York.
Bobbie, Jim and Pepper

Raiser of the Month
Journey…he will be leaving oh, too soon!
Carson has had a wonderful journey training “Journey” who will be heading
back to New York in mid-June. Montgomery Region wishes Journey much
success as he ventures out to learning new skills to be a future guide dog.
Montgomery Region thanks Carsonr being such a dedicated puppy raiser!

Welcome New Raisers
Please welcome first time raiser Catherine and daughter Sophie who,
together, will be training Georgette, a beautiful female lab.
Georgette’s family comments “she is a Very Good Girl who is learning
quickly. She likes investigating the contents of cupboards, eating tree bark,
and watching the second season of ‘Ted Lasso’ (though she thinks that
there has been a disappointing lack of four-legged friends, so far.”
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Yasha is an April 2022 Graduate
Yasha, a female yellow Lab, is Derrick’s 1st guide dog and they will be
living and working together in Washington, Utah; but, but Guiding Eyes for
the Blind was a familiar choice. In recent years, both his brother and sister
have received Guiding Eyes dogs as a result of the hereditary condition they
share, retinitis pigmentosa (RP).
Derrick has been married to his wife Cami for 13 years. They have four
children ranging in age from four to twelve years. Derrick grew up in Los
Angeles, but has lived throughout the United States, eventually settling in the
small rural town of Washington, Utah, located two hours from Las Vegas.
Derrick graduated from Brigham Young University, in Provo, Utah, in
2009, with a degree in mechanical engineering. He is employed by Wind
River Software, a company that develops software solutions for industries
and technologies, including software that runs the Mars Rover. Derrick
manages the company’s large software program development projects,
directing critical system software engineers all over the world. His job
requires traveling internationally and now Yasha will be by his side. Derrick
plays both the piano and guitar. His favorite genre of music is alternative
st
Derrick with his 1 guide - Yasha
rock and Dishwalla is his favorite rock band.
Yasha is a spunky two-year old who loves to lead and walk fast. When not working she always loves a good game of
tug of war. My siblings recommended contacting Guiding Eyes. They said it was the only place to go for guide dogs. It
was also the right move for me based on my own experience.
Prior to Yasha, I relied on a cane. Having Yasha I learned that there is no comparison in getting around, navigating
stores and shops. It now takes a lot less effort to go out in public. Her reliability brings me a great deal more safety and
security. She is the first pet our family has had. When not working Yasha can be like adding half a kid to my crew of four.
I found the entire Guiding Eyes staff to be very kind and attentive. The trainers communicated clearly, explaining why
we should do something a certain way. Each day of training was incredibly productive, and progress was made quickly.
Louise Thompson, mobility instructor, always communicated clearly and directly and she was always super funny. She
offered us a wealth of information pertaining to our training. My training included traveling on the train to White Plains, a
moderate size city, about 30 minutes from the Guiding Eyes campus. The accommodations and food were excellent, and
the staff did everything to make our group comfortable.
Yasha is patient and loyal. Her eyes focus on you with such intensity that they make you melt. Yasha arrived when 5
months old (at the very beginning of the COVID world in April 2020). My husband and I were working home, my youngest
was finishing his high school junior year, and my oldest, his college freshman year from home. She had a lot of people
around – and wanted a lot of attention. We rewarded her for settling or getting a toy and she grew into an incredible
companion who loved to play, explore and be with her family. She loves hiking and swimming. She plays tug of war like no
other, greets you every morning with extreme enthusiasm, will wait patiently to eat or go for a walk, and smiles when she is
outside. After busy days of outings, walks and playtime she always enjoyed evening downtime. At the end of each day she’d
snuggle on the floor with me and rest up for whatever the next day would bring. We are so proud of her amazing dedication
and beautiful spirit. Heather and family, Puppy Raisers for Yasha

Congratulations are also extended to Barbara from the Connecticut Region in providing puppy start training for Yasha.
“I had Yasha for the first 3 months of her training and enjoyed every minute. She was one of (if not ) the sweetest dogs I have
worked with., and smart”!

May-June 2022 pg. 5

Washington, D.C. Parade April 9
On April 9 a parade was held in Washington, DC for the purposes of recognizing and celebrating service animals and the
wonderful jobs they perform for individuals and the public at large, such as military service animals, physical and emotional
service animals, and guide dogs in training.
A special thanks goes out to Karoline for organizing and to our raisers Bobbie and Jim, with Minnie, Terri and Irwin with
Navy, and Jane and Tony with Sama who attended and manned our own volunteer table.

National Volunteer Week April 18
The following is extracted from the Guiding Eyes for the Blind website. Visit their
site, www.guidingeyes.org to view the wonderful video they produced.
“You hear a lot about our furry friends and all the great work they do, but
none of our pups would become exceptional guide dogs without all the
wonderful human volunteers giving their time and energy to help raise and
train them.
Monday, April 18 marks the beginning of National Volunteer Week, and we
are beyond grateful for all the compassionate volunteers who work tirelessly
to raise, train, and care for our pups. To celebrate this special week, we put
together a quick video to thank all the devoted volunteers who are there at
every step of the journey, from newborn puppy to working guide dog.”

VOLUNTEER WITH US

.

Girl Scout Troop Visit April 22
The 7th grade Girl Scout Troop met to learn about
Guiding Eyes for the Blind dogs in training and to earn
their Animal Helpers badge. To earn this badge, the
girl scouts will learn how animals (1) help keep people
stay safe, (2) how they help and support people with
disabilities and (3) gain a general understand about the
connection between humans and animals.
Thank you Azusa, Bobbie, Jean, Brian, Jane, Alan
and dogs in tow for supporting this activity.

Brightview Sr. Living Visit April 29
Several of our GEB pups got to visit the residents at
Brightview Senior Living facility located on Darnestown
Road in Rockville.
Thank you Meg, Kenneth and Dexter for taking the time
to bring such loving enjoyment to Brightview residents.

.
.

.
vcbcvb
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Montgomery College Visits, May 3 and 4
Our local guide dogs in training continue the tradition of
visiting the Montgomery College campuses in both Takoma
Park and Germantown, coordinated by our volunteers Terri and
Brian who have been organizing this activity for the students for
many years.
Viewed below are Fred with Polly (left) and Jethro (right)
visiting a student. The students, during their exam week, can
have a enjoyable and relaxing experience by visiting GEB dogs
in training…a learn, learn experience for everyone.

Edmund Burke School Visit May 5-6
Students and parents at the Edmund Burke School in Northwest Washington, DC entered the
school together for the first time on May 4 since a gunman shot more than 200 bullets toward the
campus on April 22. They waved streamers, read poems and sang before they all walked a few
blocks to be greeted by Damian Jones, head of the school.
About a dozen D.C. police officers, including Chief Robert J. Contee III, showed up to the
return-to-school ceremonies to support students. He said emotional support animals were also onsite to ease the return. Students gathered in one big group at an athletic field for a ceremony
and then walked to school together, parading down the street in a show of unity.

Montgomery Region Guiding Eyes for the Blind along with National Capital Therapy Dogs
participated in the “welcome back” opportunities by visiting the school at several designated
times so the students and faculty could meet, greet…and cuddle the four-legged friends! A
special thanks to all of our raisers and volunteers who were able to bring a dog and participate
in this rewarding activity for the faculty and students.
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May 11 Visit to Richard Montgomery H.S.
Richard Montgomery High School requested we come back to give students a mental health break, as our staff event on
Valentine's Day was so successful. This socialization opportunity was for pups on program only at this event and they met the
students outside on the school grounds. This provided a wonderful opportunity for the pups to get in some body handling by
their raisers, and an opportunity for the students to learn about guide dogs in training while giving them love and attention.
An additional school visit request has been scheduled for May 25.

Juniper getting loving
attention from the students

A Current Guide Dog Recipient Says “Hello”
“Just an update on Cooper's life. She is seven years old now and
still healthy, playful and energetic.” This is how the e-mail started
that as sent from Randa to Cooper’s three raiser families.
This photo is of her guiding me in our local Crandell’s Park in
Tolland, CT which has accessible trails through the woods. The three
of us come here often to walk, except during the winter, since the only
sidewalks in town are on the Historic Town Green and not very level
after 300 years.
I serve on a new town board called The
Commission on People with Disabilities
and one of our projects is to advocate for
the Tolland Town Council to try to find a
way and funds to make the Historic District
ADA compliant without the historic quality
being ruined.
I hope you and your families and your
dogs are all doing well this year.

One may ask, “When was Cooper trained in the
Montgomery Region”? We have to go back memory
lane to 2015 with little miss “Cupid” arrived in the
region. Cupid had a “village” experience starting out
with a 2-month puppy start with Margie and Lou, on
to work with a new raiser family Alice, Mike and
daughter, then finishing her final training months in
the capable hands of Elaine and son Danny.

Take care, Randa, Don and Cooper

Randa and “Cooper” 2016
graduate working together in
Connecticut

Cupid was matched with Randa and was a 2016
graduate. They have been together since working and
living in Connecticut. Are you still wondering who
is Cooper? After graduation, Randa decided to
change Cupid’s name to Cooper.
Randa has sent several e-mail updates to all three
families and, as you can see from the most recent
picture walking in Crandell’s Park, she is enjoying
every moment with her guide dog Cooper.
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Fun Places to Go

Jethro visiting Tim the
head mechanic at Murray’s
Auto Clinic in Silver Spring.

By golly! I think
that’s a spitting
image of me!

Let us know where you like
to take your pup for outings

B
Jethro visiting a shop in Gaithersburg

Lucy had a great experience when family came to visit and
joined them for a ride on the metro and a visit to the National
Museum of Natural History.

CJ brought her companion, Webster, with her to
Florida for spring break and went on two separate 2.5
hour flights, He did a wonderful job going through
TSA…the pat down was his favorite…and navigating
the busy airports. On both flights there were other dogs,
but Webster handled the added challenge with no issues.
He did a great job settling
at my feet and handling both
take-off and landing with
ease. It was a great
experience for him. The
flight attendants
complimented him on both
flights and were even more
impressed to learn he was
still a puppy.
Good going Webster!

Deadline for submission of
articles and/or pictures is
anytime!

Margie -newsletter writer
gebraiser@comcast.net

Krissy practicing her balance beam technique, load up and stay commands
and making sure the slide is safe for the children.

