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Do you remember that kid in your class who
everyone swore was going to be the death of his
parents? You know the kid (or maybe you were
that kid): body growing faster than the brain;
parents had reserved seats outside the principal’s
office? Then your ten-year reunion arrives, and
you and your friends do a double-take when the
kid strides in, having managed not just to
graduate from college, but also get a responsible
job where people actually seek his knowledge
and judgment – all the while looking like Vogue
Uomo is his personal stylist.

Accompanying Juniper’s physical
challenges was an attitude that could best
be summed up as “Let Me Out of This
Kennel Because There’s a Puppy Party
Out There With My Name On It.”
And like the parents of that kid in your
class, we also had reserved seats outside
the principal’s office; but in our case,
Principal Jeanyne and V.P. Jean worked
tirelessly convince us and Juniper that the
life of a dropout was not a good life
choice. In the middle of the shut-down, we
had weekly one-on-one video conferences
with Jeanyne and Jean to catch up on lost
time and training, particularly with respect
to house manners and body handling.

Juniper visiting the
Women’s War
Memorial

If that imaginary kid had a canine
doppelganger it would have to be our very real
Juniper. Her first months of life with us was an
amusement park ride, but less Glen-Echo
carousel and more Son-of-Beast roller coaster.
Then, about eight months ago when we
were finally catching our breath, we looked
up and were startled to see a statuesque
yellow lab, hanging on our every word and
command, and moving through a long set
of skills with polished grace.
Now weighing in at 70 pounds,
Juniper’s health has been rock-solid for a
year and we sometimes find ourselves
wondering whether those difficult early
months actually happened.
Within a couple of weeks of arriving, Juniper
developed the first of several UT and GI
infections that kept us busy with vet visits and
crate cleaning. And just when the three of us
were emerging from that, Juniper bruised a leg
that put her on kennel rest for over a month.

Continued…….
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Raiser of the Month - Juniper continued
Almost overnight, Juniper has turned into a
GEB poster dog in many respects. She loves
her outings, which have included visits to state
and national parks, restaurants, swimming and
shopping malls; she has even followed in the
steps of our first GEB pup,“Dogini” Roma, in
attending some yoga classes. Juniper
especially loves to play with other GEB dogs,
and is a considerate and affectionate playmate
for our new GEB pup Polly, who is almost one
and one half years younger than her.

When you raise a GEB dog, you are
focused on what you need to teach the pup.
But living with Juniper has shown us that
we can learn a lot from our pups as well, not
the least of which is patience. As Juniper
comes up on her second birthday, we are
confident this smart, lovely and loving girl
has a wonderful life ahead of her.
Good luck Juniper – Catherine and Fred

Raiser of the Month
Larson…he took on everything I threw at him!
Larson was my third GEB pup and I honestly was more
nervous to get him than I was about my first pup, or the home
change pup I had before I received him. I was nervous not only
because of the state of the world at the time, but also because
he was going to be the first pup I raised at home and not at
college. All of my fears went away when I arrived at the IKEA
parking lot to meet him. As the young girl helping with the
transport took him out of the van she said, “Oh, you’re so
lucky! He is gorgeous and has amazing blue eyes!” She placed
him on the pavement and I picked up this tiny 6-week old
puppy. I immediately knew it was going to be another exciting
journey.

I quickly realized that I was going to have my hands full
with him. Early on, I got out the puppy tunnel for him and,
instead of going through it, he decided it was more fun to
pounce on top of it! Even though he was only 6 weeks old, he
was CONFIDENT. That confidence never wavered. He took
on everything I threw at him and never wanted to stop. He
truly enjoyed working. He channeled that crazy puppy energy
into working and always knew when it was time for business
or play. He had a true work-life balance!
At 3.5 months I took him into DC for the first time. We
went to go see my college roommate who had just moved to
the city. Before going to her apartment, I decided to take him
to the National Mall for some photos. He walked those
sidewalks as if he owned them; confident, tail wagging,
unfazed by the new sights and sounds of DC. That was always
Larson, tail high, fiercely wagging, confident, and ready to
take on anything and everything thrown his way. Living close
to DC is like a secret weapon as a puppy raiser.

The city offers multiple places and experiences to
challenge your pup and there are always more places to
explore. Larson LOVED to explore. Throughout his time
on program, we met countless other GEB pups and other
organizations’ dogs in DC to explore with them. Larson
loved the challenge of working around unfamiliar dogs.
Larson somehow took on more than my previous
pups, even during a pandemic. He flew multiple times,
becoming an expert at TSA security and squeezing
himself into tight spaces. He went to Nationals and
Capitals games, to the Maryland Zoo multiple times,
visited my old region up in NY, and even helped lay
wreaths on graves at Arlington National Cemetery. We
participated in multiple DC Pack Walks and visited DC
more times than I can count. Larson connected me with
so many new people on all of our adventures.

We were lucky enough to have two of Larson’s
siblings being raised in the Dominion Region. Watching
him grow alongside them was so amazing, though he did
seem to grow faster than most dogs. When he was almost
50 lbs. at 4 months, I knew I had received a big boy. But
even being a big boy, he was one of the most gentle dogs
I’ve ever met. Continued…….
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Raiser of the Month - Larson continued
He came with me to my Pre-K classroom every day from
September until the day before he left for IFT. He was a
gentle giant and was absolutely amazing with the kids, laying
with them while they looked at books, resting his head on
their chairs while they colored, and even running around with
them on the playground. An 85lb dog running around on a
playground with a bunch of 4-5-year-olds was a sight to
behold, but they loved it and so did he. During his IFT when
he spotted the doll that leans up again the pen he went running
over to it, I’m pretty sure he thought it was real!
Larson’s last outing with me was
to NYC and Times Square. We
drove up to the city the day before
drop-off; it was bitterly cold, but
that wasn’t going to stop our last
big day. We stayed near Central
Park, walked to Rockefeller Plaza,
saw the Christmas tree and even
encountered an MSA pup. We
walked to Times Square where we
visited M&M World and got
custom M&M’s with “GEB Larson”
on them to bring back to my
students. We walked back and
explored Central Park and
encountered a horse-drawn carriage.

A Repeat Visit to Richard Montgomery H.S.
By special request, the teachers of Richard Montgomery HS
invited GEB pups to visit the teachers on February 14, knowing the
dogs would bring some joy into the halls of the school. Pups
visited during the hours of 8:00 am and 2:15. Thank you to the
“early risers” and all the other pups who brought joy to the teachers
while at the same time practicing their very important social skills.

Lulu, Polly, Lucy, Meg, Krissy, Charlotte, Kenneth, Jethro,
Loki, Vroom, Sama and Quest

Our dogs often give us a sign that they’re “ready”
for the next step in their journey. Larson solidified this
when he acknowledged the horse passing on the right
and, instead of checking in, he turned his head away
and just kept walking as if nothing had happened. He
did the same when the kennel tech came out to the
parking lot to get him as he confidently walked away,
never turning back, showing me that he was ready for
the next step in his journey.
Larson is loved and missed by all – CJ – his raiser
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Sirens and Whistles– Oh What Fun!
Thank you Karoline for organizing the March 19 visit to
Rockville Fire Station No. 31. There are a total of 36 fire
stations located around Montgomery County, this being #31
and located across from Quince Orchard H.S. The “lights
and sirens” title certainly lived up to its billing. What was
even more amazing was that all the dogs that observed the
fire truck making its loud noise and seeing its flashing lights
had no reaction...they just stayed with their raiser and was
not phased at all. A great experience indeed!

Krissy visiting with
Firefighter Butler

Girl Scout Troop Visit March 27
The 7th grade Girl Scout Troop met to learn about Guiding Eyes for the Blind dogs in
training and to earn their Service Dog Animal Badge. Thank you to moderator Terri and to
the dogs who attended… Dexter, Kenneth, Krissy, Pepper, & Webster.

.
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.
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April 1 Norwood Pre-K School Event
At the invitation of the Pre-K teachers at Norwood
School, Guiding Eyes’ pups visited the children who
learned about service dogs in training, while the dogs
in training learned how to be settled and do proper
greetings.
Thank you to Karoline who was the
spokesperson and to all the pups who attended the
early morning activity.
Dante, Dexter, Charlotte, Kenneth,
Krissy, Meg and Webster

Westley is a January 2022 Graduate
Westley is Chris’s third Guiding Eyes dog and they will be working together in
Greenville, S.C.
Chris and her husband have been married for 23 years, have three children and five
grandchildren. Two of their grandchildren live nearby, and Chris helps care for them every
day. She is an active member of her church and enjoys activities and trips with her “Red
Hat Society” friends. Chris and her husband started a support group for adults with sight
impairment and their spouses. The group enjoys socializing and supporting each other at
monthly get-togethers.
In 2007, I attended a conference with other women from my church. While we were
there, I encountered a woman and her Guiding Eyes guide dog. I was so impressed, I
immediately applied to Guiding Eyes for a guide of my own.
I got my first Guiding Eyes guide dog, Fellow, in 2007. I credit him, and each of my 2
guides since, with allowing me to walk with my head held high. I no longer need to focus
on the ground with each step I take. With my guide dog, I’m much more independent and
aware of the world around me.
Westley is perfect! He is 2 ½ years old and a beautiful caramel color. He fits in well with my pets and recently retired
guide dog, Keith. Although Westley and I just started working together, we’ll be traveling soon to North Carolina to support a
family member having surgery. I know he is up to the challenge.
As soon as I began working with Westley, I knew we had chemistry and he was the perfect fit for me. Although I am an
experienced guide dog user, each time I return to Guiding Eyes for a new guide I learn something new. This was the first time
I trained in the snow! The development and training of the dogs is always advancing, as evidenced by the new terms I was
taught for communicating with Westley. Throughout my 15-year relationship with Guiding Eyes, I have appreciated the
consistency of the staff and trainers and our ability to build a rapport with each other.
Westley was an easy puppy to raise. He was calm and easy going, and proud of himself when he learned a new skill or
accomplished a difficult task. Westley was eager to please and connected with everyone he spent time with. He loved any
adventure. Swimming was a favorite activity of his and he would happily take a dip in any weather. He also loved picking
my kids up from school. His favorite command was “Go say Hi!” He got good pets AND a treat. We all hope you enjoy
Westley as much as we did! He’s the best!
Carrie and Family, Puppy Raiser of Westley
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A Farewell to Beloved Ace 2008-2022
Ace was our first dog raised for GEB. He went to work in Little Rock, Arkansas, but
eventually decided guide dog work was not for him. So, he resided in the Binder household
and served as a calming presence and snuggler for all the subsequent little pups that came
through. Not one to be inactive, Ace became a therapy dog and many a young reader enjoyed
reading to Ace through the Read to a Dog program, not to mention the annual picture with
granddaughters and dogs on the rock. Ace was always the one they could hold onto at any age.
He is missed by one and all who knew him. Terri, Irwin, our immediate family and our
GEB family of four-legged friends.
Ace as a pup – then a graduate

National Puppy Day Celebration March 23
Man’s best friend was celebrated March 23 which is now come known to be “National Puppy Day.” All the cutest and
most adorable puppies are put in the spotlight and get the royal treatment on this day!
Guiding Eyes celebrated “National Puppy Day” by introducing 10 new adorable pups. To quote from the GEB website
“we are excited to share with you 10 of our adorable puppies with a purpose. Each of these paw-sitively precious pups
currently lives with their volunteer raiser as they grow & learn on their journey to become a working guide dog.” We
celebrate these pups, and to learn more about their journeys go to www.guidingeyes.org.
Ira, Jenkins, Prince, Queenie, Quince, Rumor, Sophie, Tinsel, Token and Vero.”

The following background information was obtained from the web…
Founder, Colleen Paige’s mission is to help galvanize the public to recognize the number of dogs that need to be rescued
each year. It’s also an excellent opportunity to show off your dog’s supermodel side and give them some extra cuddles for all
the joy they bring. So, sit back and indulge in the endless stream of adorable puppy photos, but keep in mind that today might
be the best excuse to bring home your own fluffy canine as your next best friend!
Colleen Paige first brought adoption awareness to a national level with National Dog Day in 2004, which was later
adopted by the New York State Legislature in 2013. This day is celebrated on August 26 and is the day Colleen adopted her
first dog, “Sheltie” when she was 10 years old. Since then, Colleen has inspired millions with her compassion and has
brought worldwide attention to animals in need. She has shone a light on dogs putting their lives on the line every day for
personal protection, for law enforcement, for the disabled, for our freedom, and for our safety.
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Fun Places to Go
Best friends Krissy and Lucy
Let us know where you like
to take your pup for outings

B
Little Charlotte and Krissy
practicing their “good dog”
socialization skills
Kevin – he is one handsome boy!

Can you spot the Charlie Bears on the
step as they patiently await their reward?

The best part of a puppy “stay-away”
is the dog can experience new people
and places. Krissy exploring the
Washington Monument
Loki getting schooled about beehives at
Locust Grove Nature Center with Mary
Lou, friend of raiser Stacey,

Jethro playing with his best house
mate – Orchard

From dental care to enjoying live music,
Pepper is getting well-rounded training
with raiser Alan

Deadline for submission of
articles and/or pictures is
the 1st of each month

Margie -newsletter writer
gebraiser@comcast.net

Pepper enjoying some live much
at Lahinch in Potomac

