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I was admittedly nervous to be graduating
from college and moving to an unfamiliar
area. I had a daunting year ahead of me
between my undergraduate studies and
veterinary school, and I desperately wanted to
make the most of it.
Having helped train two guide dogs in my
time at school, reaching out to
Montgomery County’s GEB community was
a logical next step in my transition to
living in Maryland.
Filling my life with opportunities to serve
others has been a cornerstone of my free time,
so when I found out that Happy needed to be
rehomed, changing my plans from just being
a sitter in MoCo to a raiser was easy.
Happy has spent most of her time with us,
living the lavish life of a “pandemic dog.”
She has delighted in spending days with my
boyfriend at work, tucked as close to him as
possible during zoom meetings. If you ask me
though, the best part of her days was when I
came home and she had the promise of going
to play fetch in the park with BOTH of her
adoring fans.

She braved the heat of summer on the DC
mall more than a few times and has been a
steadfast companion on my hikes around the
Potomac basin, especially enjoying the ones
where she got to swim. She has made
wonderful friends with my parents' two
Bernese Mountain dogs and can definitely
confirm that tug is best played with four
legged rather than the two-legged friends who
get bored of it far more quickly.

I want to thank Lauren for building the
foundation of such an easygoing, eager to
please dog.

Lauren welcomes
little pup Happy
in the spring
of 2020.

For as much as Happy makes a great
companion, it’s largely due to her acuity
with her commands, and tenacity on
outings. She’s what many would call
“bomb-proof;” intensely curious about her
surroundings, but never inhibited.
We will miss her dearly but are so
excited for her to move onto the next part
of her life. She will be going in for IFT
with Lancelot, a GEB dog she has met
many times and a dog that, while still at
college, helped solidify my love for this
organization in helping with his training.
Happy will always have a place in my
heart, but an even bigger place in the
world as I have every hope that she will
give it her all, in whatever the next phase
Acadia – Puppy raiser for Happy
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Raiser of the Month
Lolly…our pandemic puppy!
We’re so sad to lose our “pandemic puppy”! All our dogs have
become temporary members of the family, but there is something
unique about our relationship with Lolly who survived the Covid
lockdowns in our small house with our large family and thus has spent
more time with us than any other GEB pup or family pet ever has.

She arrived from GEB just as the pandemic hit. Thanks go out to
Debbie and Lisa, who did a wonderful job starting her - caring for her,
teaching her, sending GREAT pictures, and letting us have awesome
weekends with the sweetest puppy imaginable. Lolly started each
morning by coming out of the kennel and immediately flopping to the
ground by our feet, waiting for belly rubs.
The GEB kennel lockdowns meant that Lolly soon had constant
companions - Gator at Debbie’s house and Celine at ours. Though
Lolly was still a tiny thing, she soon let Celine know that she was
running the house.

As she grew up, she retained many of her charming
puppy mannerisms - love of belly rubs, a habit of
sitting directly on your feet, and a puppy-like
flexibility … her tendency to sleep at extremely
strange angles led to her nickname “Pretzel-Dog”
and, she did eventually grow into those ears!

Lack of outings and classes meant that Lolly is still
super excited to see the world whenever we go
outside - but the silver lining is that being home so
much has resulted in impeccable house manners. Her
shoe obsession is a thing of the past, and her ability to
calmly relax at my feet comes in handy now that we
can finally both go to work again.
We’ll miss our good girl but it’s clear that
wherever her path takes her, Lolly will bring love and
happiness to her chosen people.

Jennifer, Jay and Family - Lolly puppy raisers

Welcome New and Repeat Raiser
Catherine and Fred welcome yet
another GEB pup for training. Isn’t
Polly the cutest! While my brother
Pepper may be handsome, you have
to admit, I am Oh So Cute!

Alan couldn’t stay
away too long, so he
and Carolyn are
taking on raising
Pepper. Welcome
back!

Quest will be learning her guide dog
skills from new raiser Aravindan while
at the same time maturing together with
her brother Quaid.

There is something about the
Montgomery Region that manages to
attract many new raisers. Welcome
raiser family Meera and Seamus who
will be teaching Quaid to be a
Washington’s fan.

Welcome Mr. Vroom who is
being started by Sandra then
shortly will be going to fulltime raiser Amrita and Ted.
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Congratulations to Montgomery Region Graduate
Dorothy and Roma

……

Roma, a female black Lab, is Dottie’s second Guiding Eyes dog, only after many special
years with her beloved first guide dog, Gandolf, whom she loved with all her heart. She is
forever grateful that he was brought into her life during a difficult time, 2 years after the loss
of her husband and as her eyesight worsened.
Dottie enjoys walking, shopping, tag sales and talking to people. As a people-person that
loves a good conversation, Dottie admits that her walks often take longer than expected. She is
an unofficial, yet natural, ambassador for Guiding Eyes for the Blind, often explaining her
journey through vision loss, praising the organization and guide dogs she depends on, or
offering friendly advice to those contemplating a guide dog in their future.
She is wonderful; very smart and picks up really quickly on things you teach her. I say,
‘target pole’ and she finds the traffic light pole right away for me. Roma’s just gorgeous – I
call her my little girl, and she gives me lots of kisses. I never have to tell her to lie down. If
it’s bedtime and she’s had enough, she goes right to her crate. She loves visiting my sisters,
where she can run in the yard or play with my 4-year-old great nephew, Romeo…. the harness
comes off and they are inseparable.
An O&M instructor at a service organization for the blind recommended the school and
told me to make sure I wanted a dog. I was positive I did. My eyes were getting
progressively worse, and it was harder to get around. Since then, I’ve always loved Guiding
Eyes. Over these years, everyone has been so kind and generous to me. They’ve given me
so much and I highly recommend the school.
I live in the city of New Haven, CT and used to be so nervous and scared when I went
out because I could no longer read the street or bus signs. If a building changed or was taken
down, I wouldn’t recognize the area. I remember going to the hospital to visit my husband
and I got so mixed up and scared until a cop asked if he could help me. When I got a guide
dog, I had more confidence, and it was a lot better for me. I’d go to the Farmer’s Market
with a backpack on, a cane in one hand and Gandolf in the other. We had a lot of fun.
It all came right back to me when Roma arrived. I now have to take it a little slower, but
Roma was patient with me. She’s very bright, stopping at all the cracks when the pavement
changes, or to let me know of a driveway or the curb. My trainer was Kathy Rooney. I had
met her before and love her dearly. She could teach me anything and I’m always eager to
learn.

Roma is our first GEB puppy and she was a joy to raise. From the night she arrived, which was cold and rainy, Roma
was confident, calm and curious; she happily wore the way-too-large rain coat we had bought for her to go outside, and
then would came back in and fell asleep on our daughter’s lap. To us, that summarizes Roma: she loves people – especially
children – and having fun, and if that means she has to wear a coat that’s too large, or an ugly Christmas sweater, or a GEB
bandana as a Covid mask, she happily does it. We know Roma is looking forward to having a permanent partner to love!

Catherine and Fred – Puppy Raisers of Roma

.
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Richard Montgomery High School Visit
Richard Montgomery High School observed Mental Health Awareness Week (Nov 8-12) with a variety of activities for their
students. One of the activities involved their request to GEB to bring several of the Region’s dogs-in-training to the school to meet a
group of students during their lunch hour. GEB was among several other dog groups (service, therapy and support dogs) present, so
it was certainly a challenge…and a good one at that…for our dogs to learn meet-and-great, socialization and distraction skills, all at
the same time. Thank you to Brian with Webster; Fred with Juniper; Laine with Jason; Azusa with Meg and Margie with Krissy.

“I just wanted to send a quick thank you to everyone that came out to our therapy dog event at Richard Montgomery High
School last week on November 11th. The event was a huge success – the kids were SO happy to be able to spend time with the dogs!
A lot of them have been having a really tough year (the pandemic has had a significant impact on student mental health), and this
helped bring some joy into their lives.” – Lisa – Richard Montgomery HS

Julius West Middle School Visit
The event at Richard Montgomery HS was so successful, another invitation was extended to our GEB pups to visit the
teachers at Julius West Middle School.

Just wanted to thank you guys again for visiting Julius West Middle School today! I know our staff really appreciated your
visit, myself included. 🙂 Heather – Montgomery County Public Schools

Montgomery Region Pups Participate in Parade
S Thank you Kiersten for organizing the invitation for GEB pups to participate in the annual Silver Spring Thanksgiving Day
Parade that took place November 20. Even with an early “curtain call” to assemble, it looks like everyone (people/dogs) had a
great time. Could this be an annual event for GEB-Montgomery?
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Holiday Bazaars Supports Montgomery Region
Ya! They’re back. The annual Holiday Bazaars held around the county
were cancelled in 2020 as precautionary measures taken during the Covid
lockdown. So, what is one to do with all that spare time on your hands? Why
not order craft supplies online and prepare for the 2021 holiday bazaars.
So, that’s exactly what I did – order supplies and craft away.
Fortunately, my favorite holiday bazaars were back this winter that allowed
me to sell my craft items with all monies raised to be donated to support the
GEB Puppy Program Fund. It was obvious from the $800.00 raised that
everyone was anxious to see the holiday bazaars return and graciously support
the GEB cause.

Me and my shadow

Fun Places to Go

Let us know where you like
to take your pup for outings

B

Margie attending holiday bazaars held at St.
Francis of Assisi and Rockville Sr. Center

I think I look
smashing in
orange!

Krissy doing her first
Halloween dress-up and
exploring the pumpkin patch
Will the real Miss Krissy
please “stand up”
Little Jethro enjoying a play
date with Navy and Orchard .

The winner of this Year’s GEB
Halloween costume contest is
Rossi from the Wayne County
Region

Deadline for submission of
articles and/or pictures is
the 1st of each month

Margie -newsletter writer
gebraiser@comcast.net

What’s the best way to get to
the E-Street theatre? Why
metro, of course! Jason
enjoying a night out on the
town.
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Fundraising in our communities
Will help me grow into this
harness!
The Montgomery Region is highly dependent upon donations and the monies received support class space, crates, medications
and other items for our pups in training. In order to maintain this support for our volunteers and pups in training, monetary
contributions are always needed.
So, how can you help? Take the time to look around your community or inquire at your place of work or worship. You may be
able to identify a business, organization or individual looking to either sponsor or contribute to a worthwhile non-profit
organization.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Restaurants – Many local restaurants will partner and host a non-profit lunch/dinner
Retail stores – Many stores will host a shopping event
Place of work – Is your place of work looking to make a tax deductible contribution, or already has a matching
charitable contribution program
Financial organizations, grocery stores, sororities and fraternities…can they donate
Yard sale –Is there a yard sale in your community in which we can participate
GEB is on the national list of non-profit participating agencies for the Combined Federal Campaign #10248

Reach out to the Region’s management team, Jeanyne and Jean, with your ideas.

Listed are contributions to date for 2021

• Margie’s contribution of monies raised at two holiday bazaars

.

