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The idea of having to find my own home
and the idea of living alone during university
time was petrifying; so, I decided I could adopt
a four-legged roommate two years ago.
It wasn’t until I saw a girl on campus
walking with a big German shepherd with a
Guiding Eyes for the Blind vest on that I fell
into the rabbit hole of researching everything I
could about GEB and decided that was what I
really wanted to do.
Pita was the first puppy I raised for Guiding
Eyes and it has been quite the experience. I
first met her during her four month Walk and
Talk Evaluation.

My thinking was
that raising the sweet
little puppy would be
very simple because
Jean, our local region
coordinator, provided
Pita with her early
raising experience.

But, in reality, raising Pita came with lots of
stressful training sessions to work on her
impulses and dealing with her sensitive
stomach that caused many accidents in the
house. (Silver lining: There is no stain I cannot
get out of the carpet now!)
.
Luckily for me, Pita
was a very quick
learner and was able to
face all the challenges
she encountered as a
puppy in training on a
college campus. She
quickly learned to settle
on the shuttle bus, in
college lectures and to
ignore the students
whistling or calling for
her.
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Pita has always been an energetic puppy
and always been eager to learn, which has
been a blessing for a terrified first time raiser,
even though her impulses got the better of her
at times.

She surprised me everyday with how
quickly she had matured, both physically and
mentally, and constantly surpassed my
expectations of her. Other raisers and trainers
have told me to hold onto my time with Pita
because it is heartbreaking to have them leave
for the IFT. As naive as it sounds, I thought
people were only attached since a lot of people
start training with very young puppies rather
than starting to train an awkward lanky puppy
at five months old. But, I will now admit it
was significantly harder to let her go than I
thought it would be.
I want to thank all the raisers, trainers and
everyone that is a part of the Montgomery
Region for being such a kind and welcoming
community. I have received so much help and
advice whenever I felt I was failing Pita and
felt as if I was a part of the GEB family.
I cannot wait until I am able to start raising
my second puppy in the future!
Pita, I love and miss you..Rina, your raiser!
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Welcome New and Repeat Raisers
Hi…I’m Reed…aren’t I
the cutest ever! And
how lucky I am to be
getting my early start
with my training from
the Cromwell-Reed
family and then moving
on to be trained with the
Thaler family.

Cindy welcoming Demi with
open arms as they begin their fulltime training commitment.
Thank you Brian for giving
Demi a good “puppy start.”

A generational family giving
Westley a great opportunity in being
a future guide dog. Thank you
Carol, Carl, Carrie and daughter.

Amrita was not satisfied
with just being a puppy
sitter for the region but
wanted to now be a fulltime raiser of a future guide
dog.
Lucky for Salem he will
be getting great training for
future months to come.

U.S. Capitol Visit October 4
With great organization from the national headquarters and local GEB management, invitations were extended to have
Maryland, DC and Virginia puppy raisers participate in a great social outing on the grounds of the Capitol Building.
Montgomery Region participants included Elena with Jericho and Fred with Roma. Great fun was had by all.

Montgomery Blair HS Visits and Montgomery College Mental Health Fair
.
Montgomery Region pups responded to a request from
Montgomery Blair to visit their students on October 8 and again
October 22.
Participant dogs included Java, Dixie and Navy attending
Montgomery Blair activities October 8.
The pup visits were such a success the school extended an
additional invitation to visit on November 12 and 14 during their
“Wellness Week.” Jennifer and dog-in-training Celine participated
along with several other dogs.

.
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Montgomery Region Celebrates Two November Graduates
Cynthia and Delta – this is Cindy’s 1st guide dog and will be working as a team in Pendleton, SC
Cindy has devoted much of her life to being a mom, but is now taking online certification courses
in pursuit of employment as a medical administrative assistant. For relaxation, Cindy takes great
pleasure in the art of quilting and also enjoys doing pen and ink drawings, using her remaining
central vision. She likes to take long walks and looks forward to Delta accompanying with her when
she returns home.
She’s a little firecracker! She’s got all this energy, beautiful and sweet, and I absolutely love her.
She is so good at helping me and I’m really looking forward to my time with her.
I go to the local library to work on my online classes and I’m really looking forward to walking
to the nearby café or the town square and the shops. I’ll be a lot more confident with Delta with me
as she provides me with independence and companionship.
The instructors are wonderful cheerleaders when we get things right and they correct us in such a
constructive way. They are clear in their instructions and give us the tools we need for success. I was
so amazed when I realized how much Delta communicates with me through the harness.

Congratulations to 1st
time raiser Karin and
family for doing a great
job with Delta

Sisters Delta and Destiny do the Montgomery Region proud on graduation day
Ralph and Destiny—this is Ralph’s 3rd guide dog and
will be working as a team in Temple, TX

There was a moment when
an instructor gave advice about
working with Destiny and it
sparked a memory from the
last time I was here in training.
It’s almost like breaking in a
new pair of shoes. I’ve been
working with guide dogs for
many years, but there’s always
something new to learn when
working with a new dog.

.

Ralph truly loves to serve the community and bring
awareness about blindness whenever he can. He is part
of a group that gets together once a month and every
October hosts an event called “Come Walk in my
Shoes.” Attendees experience the world of a visually
impaired person and Ralph provides a table about guide
dogs and GEB. He has a degree in telecommunications,
previously worked as a radio announcer on his own
radio show, and is considering making a switch to
sound production work in the television industry.
Congratulations to the Cromwell-Reed
Destiny is so great, loves to give kisses and is very
and Birks families for Destiny’s success
loving and happy. We’re bonding really well. She’s
always excited to work and always responds really well.
When I got my first guide dog 24 years ago, I was in
college and felt the cane was just not doing enough for
me. Having a guide dog made a huge difference and
made life much easier. I did a lot of research on schools .
and the response from Guiding Eyes was what made me
decide to train there…now I’m here for my third dog.
When people see these beautiful dogs out in the world,
they bring so much awareness about blindness and
guide dogs. It shows people how capable they are and
that gives me such joy.”
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Montgomery Region Halloween Party
Sunday’s puppy class, October 20, allowed all the dogs to dress
up in their favorite Halloween costume and check out all the
interesting items out on display and “strange people” costumes.

Ipson the Lion

Helen doing a “dress rehearsal”
before puppy class

Alyssa providing the “strange
person” experience

Pita the Pita Chip

Bette the Banana Split

Patton as General Patton

AND THE WINNER IS!
. The national headquarters held a Halloween costume contest,
allowing the region volunteers to vote for “best dressed..” The
final four selected .... which included Montgomery Region’s
Pita…voted to determine the winner. While all four are
“winners” the most votes cast went to “General Patton.”

Thank you to our Vets
Montgomery Region raisers and other volunteers prepared
cookie trays for distribution as a “Thank you” to the veterinarians
in our region who sponsor our pups-in-training. THANK YOU!

Fun Places to Go

Georgie taking Jericho to her
favorite swim club, K-9 Aquatics.
Wednesday is discount day for
GEB pups for a 30-minute swim.
Give them a call for a great
experience.

Let us know where you like
to take your pup for outings

B

K9 Aquatics and Wellness Ctr.
12948 Travilah Road, Potomac
240-683-1100

Helen visiting Butler’s Orchard

Fenwick exploring Home Depot
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Fundraising in our communities
Will help me grow into this
harness!
The Montgomery Region is highly dependent upon donations and the monies received support class space, crates, medications
and other items for our pups in training. In order to maintain this support for our volunteers and pups in training, monetary
contributions are always needed.
So, how can you help? Take the time to look around your community, or inquire at your place of work or worship. You may be
able to identify a business, organization or individual looking to either sponsor or contribute to a worthwhile non-profit
organization.







Restaurants – Many local restaurants will partner and host a non-profit lunch/dinner
Retail stores – Many stores will host a shopping event
Place of work – Is your place of work looking to make a tax deductible contribution, or already has a matching
charitable contribution program
Financial organizations, grocery stores, sororities and fraternities…can they donate
Yard sale –Is there a yard sale in your community in which we can participate
GEB is on the national list of non-profit participating agencies for the Combined Federal Campaign #10248

Reach out to the Region’s management team, Jeanyne and Jean, with your ideas.
Listed are contributions to date for 2019
 A Memorial Donation made by Montgomery Region
Volunteer Families for support of Region pups in training
 Ledo Pizzeria – Rockville
 Humane Rescue Alliance, Washington, DC

Deadline for
submission of articles
is the 1st of each month

Your articles will be included in future issues
Margie Coccodrilli-newsletter writer
gebraiser@comcast.net
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