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I’ve been working with Schyler since
October 2018 and it has been quite the
adventure. When I first saw his name in an
E-mail, I thought to myself “uhhh, how do I
pronounce this? Shy-ler? Sky-ler?” – no
doubt a question many of you have had as
well.
One of our first outings together was
going to Butler’s Orchard for their fall
festival. We rode on a hay ride and my first
challenge was preventing Schyler from
eating all of the straw.
We hit new milestones such as not
pooping in grocery stores (sorry Wegmans
and Harris Teeter) and being quiet during
my work meetings -- though he has gotten
me out of some pretty boring meetings, so
thanks!

Schyler’s greatest accomplishment is his
ability to settle. In the spring of 2019,
Thursdays were very busy days for me. I
would teach from 9:30-10:45AM, have
office hours from 11:00-2:00, teach from
2:00-3:15, and then drive to Rockville to
attend a class from 4:00-10:00. All the
while, Schyler was there every step of the
way, laying on his famous red carpet by my
feet in the office or snoozing in his pop-up
crate in the classroom.
He was literally there for every step of
my life for the past year and he made many
friends along the way. In fact, we hosted a
going away party for Schyler at
Montgomery College (MC) where I invited
more people for him than I would have for
my own party if I was leaving!
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Schyler actually
graduated with me
from MC this past
spring and has even
more fame now.

Although I was a puppy sitting for a
couple of years, Schyler is the first pup that I
have helped raise. While it was difficult at
times, and I had to rely on many puppy
sitters to help me in those spots (thank you
all for all that you do), it really has been a
pleasure and I look forward to raising
another pup in the future.
As I am writing this article, Schyler is
curled up on his mat while I am at a teaching
workshop. There is a handler here who has a
pup from Guiding Eyes and it’s been great
talking with him about the journey the pups
take and the impact Guiding Eyes has had on
his life.

We do make an impact!
-Kiersten

Montgomery Region
thanks the Ramiah
family for assisting
Schyler with early
puppy training.
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Orchard …..It takes a village to raise an Orchard!

Lark…..She stole our hearts!

We were only supposed to start Orchie when she came in
June 2018. Right away, she went to Jen for a sleep over, and to
an outing with Margie.

What a great experience to raise this amazing puppy. Jean’s
power of persuasion should never be underestimated! Once
again, she convinced us to raise a puppy and we are ever grateful
for the opportunity.

Happily, we were able to coraise her with Elaine and the
help of just about everyone on
the sitter list!
Thank you all for the sits and
for taking her on outings when
her mamas had to work.
Orchard is special in so many
ways. Tiny and ladylike, she
loves to retrieve (unlike most
GEB dogs) and she doesn’t like
water.
When one of her toys landed in a puddle, she would look
at us helplessly...or stretch her paw out over the water, trying to
grab the toy without touching anything damp. What a princess!!
Not much of a lap dog, she loves to curl into the close position
(except when asked). Sean says she’s the most flexible dog
ever. Miriam calls her “origami dog” because she folds herself
in all kinds of positions.

Orchard is well-traveled. She went to Asheville, NC for July
4th two years in a row, the first time as a little puppy (escorted
by Nexus). She’s been to central New York three times
(where the princess met neighbor King) to see Miriam’s parents
and to New Jersey to meet Elaine’s family.
We’ll miss her sweet crinkly ears and delicious face kisses.
Orchard, we’re so proud of all
your hard work and can’t wait
to see what you do next.
Miriam and Sean

Lark landed on our doorstep in
July 2018 at age 5 months as a
shiny black bundle of energy,
charm and bursting with
enthusiasm. She stole our hearts
and filled our lives with puppy
kisses and lots and lots of fur.

The house seems quiet without her and I hardly know what to
do without my sweet Lark lying beside me, on my feet, under the
table, following me everywhere, bringing me a toy or trying to
convince me that 4:30 is the proper time for dinner.
Puppy play at Brian’s, Amy’s and Michelle’s provided a fun
time to release energy along with daily walks on the canal with
her best friend Whim; swimming in the creek, learning to settle at
outings, rides on the metro, restaurants and puppy sits all
provided even more great learning opportunities. We love raising
these amazing puppies but it would not be as much fun without
the amazing support and companionship of fellow raisers, trainers
and our fabulous RM and RC.
Thanks to everyone who provided support, puppy sat, shared
advice and experiences, and helped us raise this amazing, sweet,
silly, joyful dog. After a year of great experiences and new
friendships forged, we’re sad to say goodbye but so proud that
she passed her IFT and is now on breed watch.
Good luck sweet Lark. We
know you’ll do your best
and, if you do become a
brood, we’ll be first in line
to welcome a baby Lark. ❤
Jane and Tony

Thank you Sheila and daughter
Alex for giving Lark her training
start with Montgomery Region.

.
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Orchard …..A real city girl!
Besides being our first co-raised pup, Orchard was our first yellow
lab. After loading up on lint brushes, our fears soon abated and we
began to appreciate how her beautiful hues were captured in the oh so
many photos we took of her.

Those photos were quickly sent off to her big sis Jacky who was
living in Philadelphia and who enjoyed every pose, especially her
famous yoga poses that we marveled at. It wasn’t long before we were
taking trips to Philly where she began learning to get busy on the
sidewalks and going to cafes for breakfast, a real city girl.
Orchard is such a pretty princess that folks were wowed by her
wherever we went. She was a regular at my work and so charmed my
colleagues that they donated a fluffy LL Bean bed so she could sleep
like a princess in my office. She was happy going to work.

She loved the routine and making the rounds to visit her
friends and our stops in the kitchen, her favorite place,
where she got the most attention and impressed everyone
with her stays while I prepared my coffee or heated up
lunch.
At home, she adored the men, big brother Danny, who
was her ultimate play mate and Roberto, the alpha of the
house. She fawned for their affection and soon had them
wrapped around her little paw.
As for me, Orchard is probably the sweetest pup I’ve
cared for. Don’t get me wrong, we had our moments and
periods of stubbornness, but what a joy to see her learn and
grow into the smart, confident pup she is now.

Good luck Lil’O, you have a fan club rooting for you!
Elaine and Family

Montgomery Pups Visit DC Humane Society
Debbie Duel, Director of Humane Education at the Humane Rescue Alliance of Washington, DC, reached out to GEB to speak on
July 25 to the kids attending summer camp. This was the 2nd program the Region pups attended this year, based on the large success
from the spring program. The kids loved meeting all the dogs, asked amazing questions about the training program, then presented
each dog with a new rope toy. Thank you to the dogs who attended, Celine, Endora, Java, Roma and visiting GEB dog Nils.
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Welcome New Raisers
We welcome first-time
raiser Grace who will be raising
adorable Endora.
With the help of her mom,
Linda, and family, Endora is
assured of great success.

We welcome another first-time
raise. Cayla, who is welcoming
adorable black lab Fenwick.
With Cayla’s energy and
Fenwick’s pup personality, we
should see great results out of this
pairing.

Maryland Region Pups Visit BWI Airport
On Monday evening, July 15, more than 2 dozen pups on program from all the Maryland Puppy
Raiser Regions, along with their raisers and other volunteers, participated in an annual outing to the
BWI airport. It was an amazing experience and everyone had a great time! Multiple news crews were
present to film the outing that appeared on the 11:00 evening news and also posted online.
From the Maryland Region Management – “Thank you everyone. It was a job well done by all”!!
Maui being exposed to planes,
trains, skycaps, navigating
luggage, shuttle busses and
people moving about.

https://www.wmar2news.com/news/local-news/dozens-of-puppies-take-part-in-guide-dog-training
https://wtop.com/baltimore/2019/07/guide-dogs-in-training-cause-maximum-cuteness
https://www.wusa9.com/article/news/local/maryland/soon-theyll-be-service-dogs-but-monday-they-hadto-tackle-airport-security
https://baltimore.cbslocal.com/2019/07/16/future-guide-dogs-train-at-bwi-marshall-airport/

Love is in the Air
Congratulations to our beloved Alyssa, Montgomery Region trainer, on her July wedding,
followed by a honeymoon in the Galapagos Islands.
Montgomery Region volunteers could not let this special occasion pass us by without celebrating
with a wedding shower of congratulations.
Thank you to our invaluable Region volunteers and a special thank you to our teen volunteer
Joanna for her creative dog artwork.
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Training Classes Can be Fun

Ledo Pizzeria Fundraiser

Puppy classes can be more fun than our pups can imagine.
Learning to “get dressed” and “strutting” their wear are Java,
Jericho and Dixie.

Thank you Elena for organizing a Montgomery
Region fundraising activity that took place at Ledo’s
Pizzeria in Rockville. A total of $87 dollars was raised to
support our region pups in training. Thank you all who
were able to participate.

Jericho enjoying a
visit with a customer

Fun Places to Go
During a puppy sit,
Fenwick was able to
get acquainted with
the puppy pool before
his first splash down.

Let us know where you like
to take your pup for outings

B

Endora
enjoyed the
band, but the
Frosty Paw
was the best!

Orchard visiting the Biltmore and hanging
out with the Vanderbilts, Aunt Judy and Uncle
Ernest. Lil girl went on the house tour, had
coffee outside, went to the gift shop, had
lunch at the bistro, and then went to the
tasting room for the complimentary wine
tasting.

Endora and Fenwick doing a
social outing and learning to
settle in the Container Store

Fenwick enjoying the 4th of July
and World Cup Soccer win
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Fundraising in our communities
Will help me grow into this
harness!
The Montgomery Region is highly dependent upon donations and the monies received support class space, crates, medications
and other items for our pups in training. In order to maintain this support for our volunteers and pups in training, monetary
contributions are always needed.
So, how can you help? Take the time to look around your community, or inquire at your place of work or worship. You may be
able to identify a business, organization or individual looking to either sponsor or contribute to a worthwhile non-profit
organization.







Restaurants – Many local restaurants will partner and host a non-profit lunch/dinner
Retail stores – Many stores will host a shopping event
Place of work – Is your place of work looking to make a tax deductible contribution, or already has a matching
charitable contribution program
Financial organizations, grocery stores, sororities and fraternities…can they donate
Yard sale –Is there a yard sale in your community in which we can participate
GEB is on the national list of non-profit participating agencies for the Combined Federal Campaign #10248

Reach out to the Region’s management team, Jeanyne and Jean, with your ideas.
Listed are contributions to date for 2019
 A Memorial Donation made by Montgomery Region
Volunteer Families for support of Region pups in training
 Ledo Pizzeria - Rockville

Deadline for
submission of articles
is the 1st of each month

Your articles will be included in future issues
Margie Coccodrilli-newsletter writer
gebraiser@comcast.net
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