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Ellie is the fifth puppy my family and I have
raised. She came to us at eight weeks as a
confident puppy full of determination. I had the
pleasure of raising her for the first six months
before handing her off to the more than capable
hands of Cindy Beauregard. I am so proud of
how she has grown up and is now ready to go
off into the world. Cindy and her family have
done an amazing job!
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Ellie, aka "Ells Bells" and "Ellie, Ellie,
bo-bellie,” is the dog you always wish you
had. I can’t take all the credit as she was
born that way and she was raised by Katie
Long until she was 8 months old. She came
to us already well trained, sweet, beautiful
and determined to get it right. Whatever she
chooses to do in the future, she’ll do with her
heart. I hope someday that our paths will
cross again.
Be well, be happy Ellie…Cindy and Family
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Raiser of the Month
We loved having Delta as part of our household.
From the beginning, she had boundless energy,
determination, and a power switch that was always
“on.” Delta was a quick learner, who really excelled
at training and accomplishing tasks.
Every day, Delta looked forward to her “metro
run”, and a long walk on the Sligo Creek Trail
where she would meet her trail friends Teddy and
Lily. A highlight of every week was puppy play
group at Brian’s and seeing her sister Destiny.

Delta enjoyed new experiences, and
traveled to Pennsylvania and North
Carolina. She loved walking on the beach,
through the surf, and climbing Jockey’s
Ridge sand dune. Restaurants, meeting Girl
Scouts and college students, airports, our
local school, and the train station were all
adventures for Delta.
A great dog and a good friend to Karin,
John, Katherine and Maddie
.

.
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Raiser of the Month
For months I dragged my feet to fill out the application to be a
GEB puppy raiser. My two teenage boys asked me every day, and
I always said no. I tend to be emotional and giving up a dog was
not an option for me.
About a year ago, as I was lining up to board a flight, I saw a
guide dog leading a man onto my plane. As I walked on the plane I
saw the man in his seat with the dog settled comfortably at his feet.
It was at that moment that I realized raising a guide dog had
nothing to do with my lack of emotional stability. It was about the
puppies and the people they help.
Several classes, assignments and signatures later, I found myself
driving home from Brian Reed’s house in August 2018 to puppy sit
Destiny, who was “available.” On my way home my eyes filled
with tears. I knew she would be the one I would drive up to NY in
search of her career path. Brian did such an amazing job with her
so I told him I’d work extra hard so I didn’t mess her up.

The same exact morning route also makes you see things in a
different way. While we went for those walks, she got better on
the leash, ate less grass, and sat when she saw bunnies. We also
learned to appreciate how 33 degrees feels much warmer than
27, a 6:30 am sunrise beats 7:00 am, and how amazing a
weeping cherry tree looks when it’s finally in full bloom.

The things that I didn’t anticipate being so rewarding, and
can’t wait to experience again…the supportive and kind puppy
raising community, games during Sunday classes, the thrill of
Destiny understanding commands, being greeted with toys every
time we would come home, laying on the floor with her head
resting on my legs or arm, seeing her run around with toys in her
mouth at puppy playdate desperately trying to entice her buddies
to chase her by shoving the toys in their faces saying, “PLEASE
chase me!”
We loved her the minute we picked her up. She was curious,
engaged and loveable, and had unlimited energy. There is
something about being around anything who greets every day with
excitement. Each morning Destiny’s body let us know she was
ready to start the day. She was an awesome companion…on
walks, to class, on puppy playdates, to the local grocery store,
Target or Home Depot. She was always wagging her entire body
with excited anticipation when she saw the leash or her jacket.
But, she was also able to stay on task (generally) when asked and
she’d focus on you with her golden brown eyes, tilt her head
slightly to the side, and wait for the next command… and a treat.
Destiny and I started each day the same. We woke up to a
quiet house and her racing up the stairs to see who else was up, and
how many toys she could fit in her mouth as a morning greeting.

Destiny and I started each
day the same. We woke up to
a quiet house and her racing
up the stairs to see who else
was up, and how many toys
she could fit in her mouth as
a morning greeting.

.

I also didn’t anticipate the relief and joy, especially after days
of being so sad, how proud I was going to feel when they told
me she passed the IFT. The relief came immediately. After our
finally ten minutes and 152 more pictures, Mike from GEB took
her leash and walked her back to the kennel. She didn’t turn
around to see if I was coming. That’s when I knew she was
ready to move on, so I needed to as well (even though as she
walked away, a GEB worker asked who her mother was, and I
said, “I AM!” and she laughed and said, “No, HER mother.”
That being said, I now have a
little stuffed yellow lab named
Destiny on my dresser and I’m
counting down the days to get
my first postcard from
her…..and wondering what
puppy #2 will be like one of
these days…
Heather and Family
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We Remember Fresno

The bond between person and dog is like no other, and the relationship we build with each dog as a volunteer
Montgomery Region puppy raiser is a very special one indeed. When that relationship is cut short by the sudden loss
of a dog trained in this Region, the entire Region mourns.
With heavy hearts and tearful eyes, we so mourn the recent passing of beloved Fresno.
Fresno was the 14th dog raised by veteran puppy raiser Jody. She absolutely loves and adores all of the black male
labs that pass through her home for training and Fresno was no exception. He was a dog that loved to be with people,
cuddling and laying at your feet; filled with lots of energy, and with a tail that wagged furiously on a slightly
trembling body… he was always ready to move. As expressed by Jody, “If I could only get an infusion of his
energy I would be thrilled”!
Let us not view Fresno’s passing as the end but a journey incomplete
“When tomorrow starts without me and I’m
not there to see your eyes filled with tears for
me, I know how much you loved me, as
much as I loved you….
So, when tomorrow starts without me don’t
think we’re far apart, for every time you
think of me I’m right there in your heart.”

Welcome New and Repeat Raisers
.

Dixie – a lucky dog
who is going to have
her training
completed by
Carolyn and Alan
Lauer

John excited about raising
again full time – lucky Maui
Welcome firsttime raiser Allison
Weiss who is
welcoming
Namath into her
home for training

Jericho – a family of many moms and a support dad as well

Jean is raising what #
dog? She is now
welcoming Java
Java is sister to
Jericho---can’t you
see the resemblance!
Margie and Lou – puppy start for Jericho
Anu and Elena begin co-raising Jericho on June 9
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Montgomery Region Graduate Dogs Times 4
What an exciting time for the Montgomery Region to observe the graduation of four
(4) of our GEB pups who started their training in the Montgomery Region and then to
become graduates. Congratulations to everyone.

Louanne and Gunner – An April 2019 Graduate
Gunner, a male black lab, is Lusi’s 4th Guiding Eyes dog and will be working the
streets of Raleigh, North Carolina.
Lusi, a retired teacher and former lobbyist, has been a guide dog user for over 25
years. She appreciates the freedom and safety that comes with having a well-trained
guide dog like Gunner.
Gunner is wonderful! He works so well and very confident and independent.
Sometimes he looks at me like ‘Is that what you want?’, but he knows he did it right!
Out of harness, he’s so funny and likes to tease me.
Guiding Eyes is just the best school! I know I can trust what they do here. Beyond the
training, the connection with the puppy raisers and incredible follow-up after graduation,
are absolute bonuses for me. I retired my last guide dog with his puppy raiser.
It has made my life a whole lot easier! I would still go out with a cane, but I find it so
much easier with a dog. I love to go out for long walks, but in my neighborhood, there
are broken sidewalks, curbs, gutters, and construction. A guide dog makes it less stressful
to get out and go. I know I’ll be safe.
Montgomery Region Raiser:

The Bosley-Smith Family and Alison

Phillip and Sheldon – An April 2019 Graduate
Sheldon, a male yellow lab, is Phill’s 1st guide dog and will be working the streets
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Phill and his wife live in Philadelphia with their two-year-old son. He has worked in
multiple government positions, as well as in fundraising capacities within his
community. Phill is looking forward to introducing Sheldon to his little boy at the
graduation and thinks they will take to each other right away.
Sheldon is such a good boy. He’s so smart and well trained, and disciplined when
working. He is strong with high energy; definitely the perfect match for me. When I put
the harness on Sheldon it’s like flipping a light switch. He is ready to work!
My eye doctor and I were talking about possibilities for the future and she pointed
me in the direction of a guide dog. After some research, I decided I wanted to apply and
from the first person I’ve talked with, to the last, I’ve been impressed with Guiding
Eyes.
I found that I was always looking down when using a cane, because once you
identify an obstacle, you still have to navigate around it. Walking with Sheldon, he
handles all of that on his own and we can just go.
The professionalism, skill and caring of the instructors is really amazing. They are
very positive, patient and empowering. I have worked with a lot of organizations, but I
am really blown away by the people at Guiding Eyes. I’ve never encountered anything
like it. I was feeling a bit anxious before I got here, but the level of caring has made it
much easier. It really is remarkable.
Montgomery Region Raiser: Kai
Catoctin Region Raisers: Cheryl & Don
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Montgomery Region Graduate Dogs - Continued
Sergio and Illa - An April 2019 Graduate
Sergio is a Project Manager at a major corporation in Sao Paulo, the largest city in
Brazil. He says that mastering his English communication skills is an ongoing pursuit.
His other interests include wood-working and hiking. He looks forward to introducing
Illa to his workplace, since his co-workers (including upper management), were very
interested in and playful with his retired dog, Camber.
Illa is a very interesting dog – so full of energy, happy and ready to play. But when
working she is totally concentrated and very consistent. She’s a fantastic dog.
I used a cane for most of my life and I was content with that; but, then I started
reading or talking to people about guide dogs. A friend of mine in the U.S. researched
guide dog schools for me and he said Guiding Eyes for the Blind was the best. I came
here in 2010, for my first dog, Camber.
After getting my first guide dog, I discovered it could be a pleasure to walk. A guide
dog gives an important gift. When you think you are alone, you have a friend. Providing
a guide dog gives a blind person eyes to help, but it also gives them a friend. Also, in
society people interact differently with you when you have a guide dog. They are
interested to get to know you, not just do you a favor.
I have a very long way from home to my office, taking a bus, subways and a train
service, often using escalators and elevators. I had concerns about a new dog being
comfortable with escalators and machines [moving walkways]. During training, Illa
took to the escalator so very easily!
You should balance the benefits with the obligations. You have a dog that has
necessities on a schedule – to eat, rest, be groomed, etc. We need to preserve our eyes.
You need to preserve [care for] your dog like you would your eyes.
Montgomery Region Raiser: Started by the Owens family

Kay and Fuji – A May 2019 Graduate
Fuji, a female black lab, is Kay’s 6th guide dog, 1st from Guiding Eyes
Guide Dog who will be living in St. Louis, Missouri.
Fuji is a cool dog – a lot of fun. She has a lot of spunk and initiative. I like that in
a dog! She’s a good worker and very serious in harness. Out of harness, she’s such a
happy dog who likes to RUN and play – especially with squeaky toys or balls.
It’s been almost 2 years since my last guide dog. During that time I had surgery.
Once I started feeling back to normal, I began saying to myself, “I need a guide dog
again.” I’m a good cane traveler, but I prefer the lifestyle of having a guide dog –
the companionship and easier travel. I’ve encountered many with Guiding Eyes
dogs and like what I’ve heard about the school, so I decided to give it a shot.
I’ve traveled more since having a guide dog; gotten out and done more. I’m
really looking forward to being able to go out on longer walks with Fuji. We’ve
even been talking about traveling to New Zealand in the future. Also, when meeting
people, guide dogs have been a conversation starter.
The instructors really care about what is happening and how things are happening
for you. They make the effort to individualize the program to your own needs. It’s
been fun working with a dog that enjoys guide work. When the harness comes out
and the dog is excited, it’s really nice to see that.
Montgomery Region Raiser: Bobbie and Jim
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Holy Redeemer Annual Arts Festival
Holy Redeemer School held its annual Arts Festival on May 3. Guiding Eyes’ pups
are always the main attraction and asked to attend this event each year. Java, Jericho,
Vesey, Roma and Euro, along with several Ambassador dogs participated in the
annual event. Thank you Jane for continuing to invite our current GEB-Montgomery
dogs to participate and thank you Brian for being the lead spokesman to talk about
guide dog training and answering the many great questions raised by the students.

Training Dogs Visit Churchill High School
May 5-11 was Mental Health Awareness Week at Churchill High School and the
Counseling Department reached out to GEB-Montgomery to invite our dogs in training to
meet and greet the senior students. During the lunch break, the students were met in the
hallways of the school by yellow and black lab dogs –a treat for both 2 and 4-legged
creatures. The students and dogs had a great time interacting, the dogs got to meet and
great properly, hear a lot of noise from many talking students, and the students got to
learn about the schooling and training the dogs go thru before being a graduate guide
dog. Thank you to all of the dogs that participate on May 9 and 11 scheduled visits.

Churchill High school Bulldogs
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Bullis High School Visit
June 4 brought a group of GEB pups to meet with Bullis
School students learning about how dogs participate in society.
The Bullis contact for this activity has a college daughter training
a GEB dog – expect to see them during the summer at puppy
classes. Thanks Celine, Roma, Java, Jericho, Orchard, Dixie, Lark
and Skyler.

Fun Places to Go

Didn’t like
the wine but
the KISS
was great!

Let us know where you like
to take your pup for outings

B
Jericho attending a picnic for
Greyhound Rescue…kissy, kissy!

Orchard visiting the
Easter Bunny

Maui visiting Howard Co.
Volunteer Fire Station y6

Jericho meeting soon-to-be roommate, Georgie, and
going for his first swim with Georgie and Napa

Celine enjoying the D.C.
cherry blossoms
Jericho’s the new kid on the block and
visited by the neighbor kids

Roma visiting the C&O Canal and Merrifield Gardens
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Fundraising in our communities
Will help me grow into this
harness!
The Montgomery Region is highly dependent upon donations and the monies received support class space, crates, medications
and other items for our pups in training. In order to maintain this support for our volunteers and pups in training, monetary
contributions are always needed.
So, how can you help? Take the time to look around your community, or inquire at your place of work or worship. You may be
able to identify a business, organization or individual looking to either sponsor or contribute to a worthwhile non-profit
organization.







Restaurants – Many local restaurants will partner and host a non-profit lunch/dinner
Retail stores – Many stores will host a shopping event
Place of work – Is your place of work looking to make a tax deductible contribution, or already has a matching
charitable contribution program
Financial organizations, grocery stores, sororities and fraternities…can they donate
Yard sale –Is there a yard sale in your community in which we can participate
GEB is on the national list of non-profit participating agencies for the Combined Federal Campaign #10248

Reach out to the Region’s management team, Jeanyne and Jean, with your ideas.
Listed are contributions to date for 2019


A Memorial Donation made by Montgomery Region
Volunteer Families for support of Region pups in training

Deadline for
submission of articles
is the 1st of each month

Your articles will be included in future issues
Margie Coccodrilli-newsletter writer
gebraiser@comcast.net

.

