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Georgie… she is not shy about speaking up!
My journey with Georgie started on December
27, 2016. I transported her from the CDC down
to the Montgomery region and I handed her off to
Bobbie that evening. Even on that trip, boy was
she vocal! So much talking and complaining,
especially once it got dark and I was a little late
with her dinner meal.
In January my shepherd mix passed away, and
I decided to reach out to Jean and tell her I was
ready to try being a puppy raiser. I was so
surprised when Georgie was going to be my pup
– it seemed meant to be. (I didn’t make the
connection yet about all the talking….)
Georgie has a joy
for life! She was
always up for a fun
outing,
especially
the mall food court,
or just any long
walk, especially if
she found sticks.

Georgie has been so adaptable going
between Margie’s and my homes and handled
it like a trooper. I think she got attached to
both of her two “moms”. She has also made
quite a few road trips to see my family in NY
and has made friends everywhere.
Georgie is smart,
funny and a good
worker- plus she
loves her treats and
she is a quick
learner- I think she
liked learning new
things.
Raising Georgie this year has been a great
experience – I have learned so much about
training and handling, met wonderful people
in this region, plus I’ve gotten to do some
local sight-seeing with my pup. I would like
to wear the “First time raiser” hat for a long
time- everyone tries to help you! Oh, and
once I heard about those puppy play dates,
that was a life changer!

She loves to be busy and stimulated- she
doesn’t like to be bored, and neither do I.
Sometimes she would noisily complain a bit until
she knew where we were going. She was always
so happy to get out of the car and realize she was
going to puppy playtime! Unlike me, she is not
shy about speaking up. She has reminded me to
speak up and ask for what I want in life.

Being matched with Margie as a co-raiser-well, maybe I have used up my lifetime of
good luck. (THANKS MARGIE!!!) Thanks
Margie, Lou and Napa, as well as Jean and all
my fellow raisers, I couldn’t have done it
without you!
I love you Georgie….Elena
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Raiser of the Month
Georgie…she loves to talk!
Arriving on New Year’s Day January 2016, Georgie was only
going to be a 2-month puppy start then move on to a permanent
full-time raiser. But, as fate would have it, there was an
opportunity to be a co-raiser for Georgie.

From a tiny quiet puppy who always wanted to cuddle,
she grew into a high energy dog always wanting to be on
the go, plus making sure her presence was known at all
times. She visited many places and participated in many
activities, social outings with GEB dogs, metro, bus and
Amtrak rides, visits to restaurants, downtown museums and
many malls in the area. I like to describe her as a typical
“girly-girl”; she loves to talk…only she doesn’t have a cell
phone…and she is a super shopper!
Many thanks to Lou, my husband, for supporting my
GEB passion. He has been a great help with
Georgie…watching her so I could play a day of bridge,
settling her down in her moment of excitement as he and
Napa would join us in the morning, taking her for swims in
the creek, and playing the forever throw-fetch ball game
that Georgie insisted he play with her. For Napa, I think
she was happy to see her come and happy to see her go!

So I, along with Elena, joined forces with Georgie. For me,
this provided the opportunity to raise again after a five-year
hiatus. For Elena, co-raising provided the opportunity to
participate in Georgie’s growth and training, while, at the same
time, accommodating with her hectic work schedule.
The experience of co-raising
has been nothing short of
wonderful. Elena and I have
been able to work out a
successful calendar schedule
to ensure Georgie’s positive
hand-off from one loving
home environment to the
next, while all the time
ensuring continuity with her
training skills.

Georgie has now given us all one last look …a look
forward as she begins her next challenges in becoming a
guide dog. It will be up to her now!

Georgie never showed anxiety during hand-offs and was
always very happy and excited to see the one who was coming to
pick her up or drop her off. As she would department from each
home there would be a look back by her as if to say “is it OK to
go,”? then a look forward as if to say “It’s OK, so let’s go”!

We wish her much love and success…Margie and Lou
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Congratulations to our Newest February Graduates
Kenneth “Ken” & Elton
Ken has come to Guiding Eyes for his 2nd guide dog, a male black Lab named
Elton. He lost his sight in 2010 due to a detached retina, and other complications.
Ken lives in Pittsburgh with his wife, Jenn, and their two “little dogs.” He works
as a personal trainer for a local community center and Jenn is an athletic trainer at a
local college. In what spare time he has, Ken enjoys carpentry, computers and music.
Ken says that Elton is a great worker, with a soft personality until he gets “revved
up.” “He’s very strong and solid. He works hard and he plays hard.”
Ken is a student in the ACTION program which brings him to guiding Eyes for
only 10 days and this fits well with his busy work schedule. He feels that Guiding
Eyes has been very supportive through his transition from previous guide Johnny to
Elton. He is grateful for both dogs and looks forward to returning home with Elton.

From young pup to mature guide…congratulations to
our Montgomery Region raiser, Jody.
Quantum, also a February home
train graduate, began his
training with primary raiser
Morganne,
then
Bobbie
completed the last several
months when Morganne began
her vet training studies.

Rajah, a home training graduate, will be living in
California. Congratulations to our Montgomery Region
raiser, Abby.

March-April 2018 -Page 4

Josie is a March Graduate
A resident of the Bronx, Mark came to Guiding Eyes for his first guide
dog, Josie, a female yellow Lab. He has been blind since birth as a result of
retinopathy of prematurity though has some remaining vision in one eye.
Mark works in customer service for a cable company. In his spare time, he
enjoys listening to music and likes to sing. He also enjoys “hanging out” on
social media. Mark lives alone but visits family around the NYC area.
Mark chose to come to Guiding Eyes after doing internet research. He said
he “got lots of advice that ultimately made me anxious.” But, he adds, things
are going well. He describes Josie as “a sweetheart, kind, and gentle, but can
be a little firecracker. He is very happy!”
Congratulations to Montgomery Region Raisers Carla and Patricia

Mark and Josie
.

.

Carla welcoming Josie

Thank you Delta Gamma
Montgomery Region raisers thank the Delta Gamma
Maryland Suburban Alumnae Association for their
generous contribution of member-made tug toys for our
dogs. Their goal is to promote cultural and social
awareness; and “do good” by supporting the Delta Gamma
Foundation and local sight related philanthropic
organizations with fundraisers and service hours.
Thank you Fidelia and Lisa

Josie attending a conference with Patricia
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GEB Pups Attend Pack 8 Cub Scout Meeting on February 20
An invitation was extended to GEB on behalf of Pack 8 Cub Scouts
from Bethesda to join their meeting on February 20 and talk to the cub
scouts about guide dog raising and training.
As always, our wonderful group of volunteers and pups were able
to provide a great learning and interactive experience during the
meeting. The pups learned to be settled and quiet and then had a great
time as they met all of the cubs and other family members.
Thank you Jean with Elijah, Cindy with Sabbah, Terri with Pekoe,
Amy with Henley, Margie with Georgie and Brian with Orianna.

T

Spring Break Camp Visit March 29
Thank you so much for visiting the Humane Rescue Alliance’s Spring Break
camp. The campers are learning so much this week. They loved meeting Napa.
The campers talked about the many different emotions raisers must have during
each stage, from getting their puppy through the graduation ceremony when they
watch their dog become someone’s seeing eyes.
We’ve spent so much time talking about the cast off animals, the importance of
spaying and neutering, and the role of the shelter, it was nice to meet Napa, hear
her story, and understand that no matter, she was never without a loving home.
We hope Guiding Eyes and other pups in training will be able to visit us during
our summer camp activities.

Ambassador Napa
working the crowd!

Yahoo Making Everyone Feel Safe
Since January 2017, Yahoo has been working as an Explosive Detection Canine for
MSA Security. Before coming to the DC area, she was busy protecting sports fans in
NYC, Chicago, Philly and Baltimore. Her handler reports, “She is a very good partner at
work.”
Raisers AJ and Cindy

Fun Places to Go
B
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The word has gotten out and now many more of our GEB pups are
going for the “big splash” at K-9 Aquatics in Potomac. Latest members
to enjoy a swim are sisters Sabba and Sweden

Let us know where you like
to take your pup for outings

Shade and Sabba visiting Udvar Hazy including the IMAX
movie A Beautiful Planet

Shade on a metro ride
and museum visit.

Georgie visiting the GEB statue upon
her return to New York

Quinn visiting the
administration office at
SUNY (New York), then
trying her first “pint” at a
local bar.

Deadline for submission
of articles is the 1st of each
month

This newsletter is for everyone. Please contact me with your
suggestions, ideas, and stories...and send pictures
Your articles will be included in future issues
Margie Coccodrilli
gebraiser@comcast.net

