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Truffle…Miss Popularity!
Arriving
in the
Montgomery Region in
September 2016, Truffle
got an early start with
training in the Reed
household.

November-December 2017
She also loved her trips to Philadelphia to
visit our daughter Jacky. She learned the
history of the city by taking a full doubledecker bus tour and walked so much she slept
through her Happy Hour craziness.
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Truffle came to the Trujillo household on
January 1. She was our New Year’s gift. Right
from the beginning, she made herself at home.
She had particular spots in the house that she
settled into, even if they were the most
uncomfortable looking positions.
We were so impressed
with her ability to play
with her toys all by
herself. She would take
one out of the play box,
play with it, then move
onto the next until all the
toys were spread out
around the house.
Every day at five o’clock, she knew it was
Happy Hour. She would start getting restless,
nippy and pretty much begging for attention.
Eventually we learned to adapt to her ways and
give her an active play time before she had a
chance to get into her craziness.
She was a real trooper on road trips and
long trips with the family. We spent a
wonderful weekend in NY in the spring,
struggled to find a place to pee but eventually
found a patch of mulch outside the hotel that
worked. She loved NYC, especially Central
Park and hanging out with all the other furry
friends.
She enjoyed visits with the family in New
Jersey too, even though Grandpa could never
get her name right and usually called her
Trouble.

Truffle was Miss Popularity at my
workplace at the NCI. Everyone knew her
and frequently visited her in my office. On
Truffle days, I had more visitors than usual
and sometimes more than I had time for.
Every afternoon we would go to the
courtyard to play fetch and, little by little,
folks who would see us from their windows
would venture out to visit and get some stress
release. She was so good in the office that I
would forget that she was there. Once, I did
forget and she slipped out of my office door,
without her jacket, only to be found by the
Director. He was a bit surprised but quickly
learned where she belonged.

Truffle has a sweet, charming demeanor
and we cherished our moments together.
We are so proud of her and know she will
make a great partner wherever she goes.
Jackie and Family
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October Graduates
Robert and Andy
Imagine a defense attorney standing before a
jury in the front of a courtroom. Now imagine a
guide dog by his side. Such is the life of Rob, an
Eagle Scout, born in Hawaii, whose bilateral
retinoblastoma was diagnosed when he was six
months old.
Husband of Denise and the father of two young
boys, Rob welcomes his third Guiding Eyes guide
dog with the arrival of Andy, a male black
Labrador Rob describes as a “work hard, play
hard, sleep hard” partner.
Andy will help Rob navigate his toy-filled life
at home, his neighborhood walks, routine trips to
downtown Shenandoah Valley, occasional visits
to the local jail and, of course, high-pressure work
in the courtroom.
As someone who spends many of his working
hours with people, Rob notes the collegial nature
of the Guiding Eyes staff. “This makes for happy
people that make for happy students and happy
dogs,” he says. “Everybody benefits.”

Congratulations to puppy raiser
Jody for her invaluable training
to ensure Andy would be a
successful guide dog.

Deirdre and Cappy
While she may share her home with seven dogs and
two snakes, Deirdre knows there’s ample room for a
Guiding Eyes guide dog in her life. Enter Cappy, her new
male German Shepherd partner. A resident of
Washington who was trained as a Chinese-speaking
interrogator for the U.S. Army, Deirdre retired from the
military in 1987 after a faulty landing during a military
parachuting exercise resulted in a head injury and the loss
of her sight.
Deirdre is an experienced guide-dog handler, but she
had been without a guide for months after her previous
guide died earlier this year. When she began training with
Cappy, she had an immediate realization. “I thought I
was getting around really well with a white cane,” she
says, “but it just made such a difference when I went out
with Cappy. You don’t realize how slow you get and how
out of shape. It’s nice to be what I consider ‘normal’
again.”
Deirdre now works as a volunteer for the Veterans
Administration. She attends up to 30 dog shows each
year with her toy fox terriers. An avid international
traveler, she hopes to take Cappy to Paris in the spring.

Congratulations to puppy
raisers Amy, Blythe and Terri

.
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Welcome Repeat Raisers
Welcome back Pranavi who is raising her 2nd
GEB pup, Ryan. Thank you to Susan for
giving Ryan his early young pup start.

Susan, after giving Ryan a great start,
is now raising Jonas. Thank you so
much for your continued support for
our little GEB pups.

Our long-time supporters and repeat
raisers, Allen and Carolyn Lauer, are
raising little pup Quinn

A Farewell to Jim and Pam Cooper
After 15 years of volunteer puppy raising and puppy sitting, we are saying good-bye to
this long time volunteer couple Pam and Jim Cooper.
They became puppy raisers in 2002, raising five dogs during their span of involvement.
They saw Kenneth, Jake, Cindy and Ralston become graduates and wished Fiona well as
she chose to be part of the private adoption program.
When their last dog Ralston graduated in 2010, they continued to support Guiding Eyes
and puppy sat for many, many other pups in training, and participated in a vast number of
Montgomery Region vendor table activities and other Region programs.
Moving from Maryland to Missouri to be closer to family and grandchildren they will,
no doubt, be missed by all of their friends in Maryland…not to mention all the pups that
would have benefited from their training techniques and loving care. We are saddened by
our loss but consoled in knowing their friendship will be another’s gain.

Our best to both of you – Your Montgomery Region Friends and Dogs

Girl Scout Troop Earns Their Badge
Holiday Bazaar Fundraising Events On October 30, Jean and Margie visited Girl Scout Troop 31026 in Burtonsville, Md. The
girls were earning their animal service badge and reached out to GEB to learn about how puppy raising a dog will benefit the blind
community. Bettina and Georgie were a big hit and loved the hand-made dog rope toys. Thank you!
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Holiday Bazaar Fundraising Events
This year offered me two
opportunities to participate
in Holiday Bazaar
fundraising activities; Lake
Marion Community Center
on November 4 and
Rockville Senior Center on
December 2.
Over $400 was raised with
all proceeds benefiting the
Montgomery Region.

A Coccodrilli Family Event

Annual Barnes and Noble Giftwrap Event December 3
Thank you to ALL of our puppy raisers and their pups, and other volunteers, who generously
gave up several hours of their time to participate in the Barnes and Noble Giftwrap event on
December 3.
This event provides the opportunity for not only our pups to be socialized in a busy environment,
but for us all to be able to talk to patrons about the puppy raising program.
While not all dogs were captured in a picture, we thank Sabba, Ivan, Georgie, Pekoe, Sheldon,
Fuji, Jonas, Sweden, Quinn, Fresno, Shade, Ryan, Bettina and Henley, and our visiting
ambassador dogs, for raising nearly $130 dollars for the region

Good luck Quantum on
your future career.
Puppy Raisers:
and Jim

Bobbie
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Fun Places to Go

M

B

Georgie helping out
Elena with a poster
board display at the
annual Johns Hopkins
Critical Care
Rehabilitation
Conference

You say Hee-Haw…I say Woof!
Shade visiting an animal farm

Let us know where you like
to take your pup for outings

Georgie and Napa enjoying a
beautiful fall day at
Sugarloaf Winery

Georgie being brave in
the jaws of a rhino

Georgie visiting the
Air and Space
Museum

,
Deadline for submission
of articles is the 1st of each
month

Georgie practicing her doggie strokes for a future Olympic tryout.
What a great experience at the K9 Aquatic Center in Potomac.
Thank you Jane and Bobbie for introducing us to this facility.

This newsletter is for everyone. Please contact me with your
suggestions, ideas, and stories...and send pictures
Your articles will be included in future issues
Margie Coccodrilli
gebraiser@comcast.net

